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40 Western Civilization
Is the West a place? A state of mind? A way 
of life? All of the above? How the western 
identity has shaped Oklahomans’ sense of 
place and home.  
By Jeanetta Calhoun Mish

42 Rodeo Drive
It’s a cowboy sport that precedes statehood, 
a pastime adapted from the western frontier, 
and a multimillion-dollar industry. In the 
immortal words of Garth Brooks, “!ey call 
the thing rodeo.”
By Holly Clanahan Hendrix
Photography by Rebekah Workman
Illustrations by Steven Walker

56 Red Hills and Diamond Skies
From the homestead near Durham where she 
farmed and ranched for seventy-eight years, 
Augusta Metcalfe, known as “the sagebrush 
artist,” brought western Oklahoma to canvas. 
By Jim Logan 
Photography by John Jernigan

62 At Home on the Range 
Want to see agriculture in action? Visit 
Oklahoma guest ranches, where branding 
cattle, riding the trail, and dining by campfire 
are part of an unconventional getaway.
By Sheilah Bright 
Photography by James Pratt

72 Keepers of the Frontier 
Iconic sculptures, monumental landscapes, 
and priceless collections add up to a state with 
more western art than anywhere else on Earth.
By Terry M. Clark

81 The Magnificent 47 
Our Black Book has everything: spurs, hats, 
saddles, furniture, western wear, boots, and the 
dance floors where cowboys can scoot them. 
By Karlie Tipton

“I want the real McCoy/ I want a cowboy.”—REBA MCENTIRE
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T
he W

est, no m
atter 

where its frontier is 
delineated, has been for 
m

any a place to start 
over or m

ake a stand 
and for others a place of 
banishm

ent.

It’s m
ade up of the G

reat Plains and the M
ountain 

W
est and the Southwest and m

aybe the Pacific 
W

est. It’s a m
yth and a reality, a historical m

om
ent 

now passed and one still in progress.

O
klahom

a is etched with the Trail 
of Tears, the G

reat W
estern C

attle 
Trail, the Butterfield O

verland 
M

ail Trail, the W
hiskey R

oad, 
the C

hisholm
 Trail, the C

herokee 
Trail, the O

sage Trail, the Abilene 
Trail, the C

im
arron R

oute of the 
Santa Fe Trail, the Texas R

oad, 
the G

reat Spanish R
oad, and the 

C
alifornia R

oad.
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H
E W

EST D
EFIES easy 

definition. It’s a paradox—
a 

series of paradoxes. 
It’s a place and a state of 

m
ind, a cardinal direction and a relative 

one (toward the Pacific, toward the set-
ting sun). It’s m

ade up of the G
reat Plains 

and the M
ountain W

est and the South-
west and m

aybe the Pacific W
est. It’s a 

m
yth and a reality, a historical m

om
ent 

now passed and one still in progress. 
“!

e W
est” often is used synony-

m
ously with “the frontier,” but the fron-

tier, like the W
est, has shifted, from

 the 
O

hio River Valley to som
ewhere farther 

west, perhaps west of the M
ississippi. O

r 
west of the C

ontinental D
ivide. O

r west 
of the St. Louis G

ateway Arch. O
r west 

of the 100th M
eridian. M

aybe it begins 
in the Twin Territories of O

klahom
a. 

!
e W

est is a place that has been 
explored but rem

ains unexplored, where 
land was said to be open and free. !

e 
W

est is where landscape is m
onum

en-
tal—

desolate and dangerous, beautiful 
and pristine, in danger of despoilm

ent. 
It’s the G

reat Am
erican D

esert. It’s where 
the skies are big and the landscape vast. 
W

here the wind com
es sweeping down 

the plains. W
here the stars glim

m
er like 

diam
onds on velvet and the full m

oon is 
bright enough to travel by. 

!
e W

est, no m
atter where its frontier 

is delineated, has been for m
any a place 

to start over or m
ake a stand and for oth-

ers a place of banishm
ent. Like the land 

we now call O
klahom

a, the W
est has 

been said to be populated by no one, yet 
it’s long been inhabited by N

ative m
en 

and wom
en and m

ore recently by Span-
iards and others of Europeans descent. 

In the nineteenth century, O
klahom

a 
was settled again by tribal people who 

were rem
oved to Indian Territory and 

by the slaves who cam
e with them

. By 
free blacks who built towns like Boley 
after the C

ivil W
ar. And by Scots-Irish, 

G
erm

ans, Italians, Jews, Lebanese, and 
Syrians, for whom

 O
klahom

a held the 
prom

ise of land good for cultivation or 
jobs in the m

ines. 
Frederick Jackson Turner, one of the 

greatest scholars of the W
est, suggested 

that the W
est is a characteristically 

Am
erican place—

m
ore dem

ocratic, less 
authoritarian, less class-conscious than 
elsewhere. !

ose who ventured west 
and their descendants believed each 
generation would be better off than the 
previous one, especially in the seem

-
ingly classless state of O

klahom
a, where 

people m
ore often were judged by what 

they did than by who their parents 
were or what they had. W

here oil m
ade 

overnight m
illionaires and harsh weather 

m
ade overnight destitutes. 
Turner also said that the W

est is 
where the culture was im

bued with “that 
coarseness and strength com

bined with 
acuteness and acquisitiveness; that practi-
cal inventive turn of m

ind, quick to find 
expedients; that m

asterful grasp of m
ate-

rial things …
 that restless, nervous energy; 

that dom
inant individualism

.”  
It m

ay be true that the W
est is the in-

cubator of rugged individualism
, but it is 

also where people com
e together to build 

barns, harvest wheat, and take care of their 
neighbors. W

here, on April 19, 1995, 
Am

ericans saw O
klahom

ans responding 
with selflessness, generosity, and resilience 
to one of the worst national tragedies since 
the C

ivil W
ar.

!
e W

est always has had its travelers, 
those of the “restless, nervous energy,” 
and they have left their m

ark along the 

m
any trails and old roads of O

klahom
a. 

!
e state is etched with the Trail of 

Tears, the G
reat W

estern C
attle Trail, 

the Butterfield O
verland M

ail Trail, 
the W

hiskey Road, the C
hisholm

 Trail, 
the C

herokee Trail, the O
sage Trail, 

the Abilene Trail, the C
im

arron Route 
of the Santa Fe Trail, the Texas Road, 
the G

reat Spanish Road, the C
alifornia 

Road, and the M
other Road. 

O
klahom

a has been investigated by 
W

ashington Irving and !
om

as N
uttall 

and G
eorge C

atlin and French traders 
and explorers and m

aybe by Vikings. 
!

e state has sent out its own explorers, 
like C

aptain H
.B. H

icks (his C
om

anche 
nam

e was Q
uanah W

oshonga) who was, 
according to a 1909 article, “the only 
m

an who ever accom
plished the feat of 

circling the world—
25,000 m

iles—
on 

a horse.” Like W
oody G

uthrie, who 
ram

bled all over the U
nited States and 

landed in Europe during W
orld W

ar 
II. And like G

ordon C
ooper, O

wen 
K

. G
arriott, !

om
as Stafford, W

illiam
 

Pogue, and Shannon Lucid, travelers 
into space. 

All in all, the W
est m

ay find its 
m

ost varied and elem
ental expression 

in O
klahom

a. It’s Indian country, horse 
country, cattle country, strike-it-rich coun-
try. It’s where the buffalo roam

 and the 
deer and the antelope play. It’s the wild, 
wild W

est and the center of tribal worlds. 
It’s a cultural crossroads. 

It’s where we live.

W
ew

oka native Jeanetta C
alhoun 

M
ish is the director of the Red Earth 

Creative W
riting M

FA program
 at 

O
klahom

a C
ity U

niversity. In 2010, 
her book of poetry, W

ork Is Love M
ade 

V
isible, w

on a W
estern H

eritage Aw
ard.

ILLUSTRATION BY STEVEN WALKER
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